AURORA TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
Youth and Community Center
313 Gale St. Aurora, lllinois
Thursday, October 28, 2021, at 4:00 p.m.
MINUTES

I. Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Invocation

Roll Call and Establish Quorum
Aurora Township Supervisor William Catching called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. and led all present in the
pledge of allegiance. The invocation was given by Trustee Dolores Hicks. Township Clerk Cassidy Alexander called
the roll and established a quorum with the following Officials and Board members present: Supervisor Bill Catching;
Trustees Dolores Hicks, David Moore, Sam Nunez, and Juanita Wells; Assessor Davis Offutt, and Highway
Commissioner Juan Reyna. Staff present: Director of Finances and Administration Patty Richardson; Director of
Community Services Ken Maurice; Suely Cabral; Renee Williams; and Dan Taylor. Public present: Dr. Peggy Hicks,
Aurora; Lisa Foydel, Fox Valley United Way; Robert Paolicchi, Aurora; George Scowins, Aurora; Jason May, Aurora.

Il. Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of October 14, 2021
Supervisor Catching made a motion to approve the minutes of the Board of Trustees meeting of October 14, 2021,
which was seconded by Trustee Hicks. There was no discussion. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

Ill. Approval and/or Audit of Township and Road District Bills
Supervisor Catching moved to approve the combined Town Fund, Road and Bridge Fund, General Assistance Fund,
Mental Health Fund, Equipment Building Fund, Town IMRF Fund, Town Social Security Fund, Road & Bridge Social
Security Fund and R&B IMRF Fund bills. It was seconded by Trustee Moore. The bills are as follows:
Town Fund: $32,800.48
Road & Bridge Fund: $49,558.02
General Assistance Fund: $2,375.00
Mental Health Fund: $15,487.05
Equipment Building Fund: $515.00
Town IMRF Fund: $4,370.41
Town Social Security Fund: $4,003.45
R&B Social Security Fund: $1,314.81
i. R&BIMRF Fund: $1,342.84
The total of all funds is $111,767.06
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Discussion: Trustee Wells asked for clarification on funds transferred to municipalities, and Director of Finance and
Administration, Patty Richardson, explained that when the township receives tax monies from the State of
lllinois for Personal Property Replacement Taxes, we send the appropriate portion to each municipality
within the township (N. Aurora, Aurora, Montgomery) based upon the allocation percentages set forth in
an annual resolution. There was no further discussion. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

IV. Reports

a. Assessor’s Report
The Assessor gave Board members a written report and said they have 166 hearings and 70 appearances scheduled,
and decisions will be made by the Board of Review. They start on November 8 by Zoom.




b. Highway Commissioner’s Report
Commissioner Juan Reyna presented a written report including the usual duties of the Highway Department. He
stated that the department renewed the intergovernmental agreement with the City of Aurora for snow plowing,
which means, since the unincorporated areas are so spread out, some unincorporated areas are taken care of by
the City of Aurora and some City areas are taken care of by the Township for practical reasons. He also mentioned
that this was the last week of brush pickup. Commissioner Reyna then formally submitted his resignation for
personal family reasons. The board took turns thanking him for his years of service to the township and wished him
well.

c. Supervisor’s Report
Supervisor Bill Catching said we have 60 days to fill the Highway Commissioner vacancy, and that there have been a
number of Senior “Listening” Tours, presented by the City of Aurora and attended by Suely Cabral, the Township
General Assistance Manager, to hear about problems from seniors. The next one is Friday, October 29, at noon at
the Senior Services Center. Also, the Aurora Township Senior Referendum Advisory Committee Meeting is
November 10 when they will review applications for 2021-2022 grant funding. Catching reported that 4 of the 5
applications are from previous grantees. On Friday, November 12, the committee will be able to talk with the
applicants to get additional information before deciding on the grants to be awarded. Their goal is to present
recommendations at the November 18 Board Meeting. Catching also mentioned that Gene Gorges has passed
away. He was the Neighborhood Watch leader in the Leigh subdivision. .

d. Community Services Director’s Report
Director Ken Maurice stated that building repairs are continuing on the Youth Center, and the sealcoating is
completed. The company repairing the exterior masonry found a hole in the roof, but it was determined that it
could be patched, and he will schedule that work. Maurice presented a written report on the condition of all youth
center vehicles: five vehicles in good working order, one awaiting title and some repairs, and one non-operational
vehicle that he recommends be declared as surplus. He said he is working on building collaborative programs and
has had dialogs with the Boy Scouts, the City of Aurora, Open Door Clinic, and will meet with Teen Alive, a group
from Naperville, next week. He announced that the hours open will be extended to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays starting November 1 and the closing time for all other days will remain 7 p.m.

a. Finance and Administration Director’s Report
Director Patty Richardson reported that the September financial statements are complete; that the unemployment
insurance was a negative $4,000 balance due to a reimbursement from the State of Illinois for claims due to COVID;
and that the October property tax distribution is in, and we have collected 98.8% of the 2021 tax levy so far. She
said that the preliminary budget and levy will be presented at the next meeting, November 18, 2021, for approval
in December. She is working with Supervisor Catching and Suely Cabral to evaluate our income threshold and grant
amounts for General Assistance and Emergency Assistance programs to be in alignment with other townships. She
added that one more surplus vehicle will be put out to bid, as mentioned in the Director of Community Service’s
report above.

V. Unfinished Business

a. Authorize the Hiring of Human Resource Coordinator
Supervisor Catching made a motion to authorize the hiring of a Human Resource Coordinator, which was seconded
by Trustee Wells. Discussion: Catching stated that there was a good “crop” of resumes submitted and four of those
were interviewed. He recommended Jennifer Haurykiewicz for her education and experience in Human Resources.
Without further discussion, the motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
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VI. New Business

a. Resolution 2021-24 Transfer of Appropriation — Town Fund
Supervisor Bill Catching made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-24 to transfer a total of $2,600 from some line
items in the Town Fund to other line items within the Town Fund. Catching explained this was to accommodate
some minor expenses in the Assessor’s Office and vehicle repairs at the Township. There was no discussion. The
motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

b. Resolution 2021-25 Transfer of Appropriation — Road & Bridge Fund
Supervisor Catching made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-25 to transfer a total of $40,000 from the Road
Maintenance Materials expense in the Road & Bridge Fund to Replacement Tax Allocation in the Road & Bridge
Fund. He noted that this was below the 10% allowed for transfers within a fund. There was no discussion. The
motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

c. Presentation on Kane County 2-1-1 Human Services program.
Lisa Foydel, of United Way of Fox River Valley, gave a presentation explaining what the 2-1-1 program is. Her
speech included that this service is open 24/7 with a real person on the line to help people with any number of
difficulties by connecting them to the appropriate agencies; it is confidential: you only have to give out your zip
code in order to find services close by; there are thousands of services within the city; and translation services are
available. She summarized by stating “2-1-1 is the number to call when you don’t know who to call.” Aurora
Township is a sponsor.

VII. Board Member Comments

Trustee Dolores Hicks reported that the township’s Senior Citizens Service Committee, which meets quarterly,
met by Zoom last Friday, October 23, with speaker Sonny de Rama of VNA, who talked about VNA Health Care’s
homebound and workplace vaccination services, including booster shots. Trustee Hicks said she would like to see
more people, including the Board, participate in the committee meetings.

Trustee Juanita Wells reported she used to get 2 to 3 calls per week complaining about late pickups for Ride-In-
Kane and PACE but now she’s only had 1 call in three weeks. She noted that Uber gift cards were being given out to
fillin when not enough buses are available to pick people up. She reiterated that people don’t distinguish between
Ride-In-Kane and PACE and that Ride-In-Kane is only for seniors and those with disabilities.

VIIl. Public Comments

Mr. Robert Paolicchi, President of Carillon Stonegate Men’s Club, read a letter of thanks to Supervisor Catching
for his help in getting a large, dying, and dangerous tree in their community removed promptly.
IX. Announcements

Dr. Peggy Hicks, of Aurora, said there will be a scholarship event for sponsors at Two Brothers Roundhouse on
November 5 sponsored by the Fox Valley Christian Minister Alliance. It will also be on Facebook Live.
Xlll. Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Catching and seconded by Trustee Hicks. The motion passed by
unanimous voice vote, and the meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Cassidy Alexander —
Aurora Township Clerk



