Aurora Township
Board of Trustees Meeting
Youth and Community Center, 313 Gale Street
Aurora, IL.

Date: Thursday, June 11, 2020

Time: 5:00 P.M.
Minutes

. Call To Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Invocation
Roll Call and Establish Quorum
A meeting of the Aurora Township Board of Trustees was held at the Aurora Township
Youth and Community Center, 313 Gale Street, Aurora, IL, at 5 p.m. on Thursday, June 11,
2020. Notice was sent to all members of the Board as required by statute.
Aurora Township Supervisor, Bill Catching, called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
Supervisor Catching led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. Trustee Hicks gave the
invocation.
Aurora Township Deputy Clerk, Jason Owens, called the roll with the following Board of
Trustees members present: Bill Catching — Supervisor; Trustees: Dolores Hicks, David
Moore, Juanita Wells and Brenda Hernandez.
Township Clerk — Vacant.
Assessor Davis Offutt — Excused Absent.
Highway Commissioner Juan Reyna — Present.
Staff and Public present — see attached.

. Motion to approve the minutes of the regular Board meeting held on May 28, 2020 made by
Supervisor Catching, seconded by Trustee Wells. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

IR New Business

a. Resolution 2020-17 Authorizing Highway Commissioner to Purchase Used Equipment.
Motion made by Supervisor Catching and seconded by Trustee Hicks to approve
Resolution 2020-17 Authorizing Highway Commissioner to Purchase Used Equipment.
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Discussion: Highway Commissioner Reyna explained the current bucket truck was not
appropriate (much too big) for the types of work performed by the Highway
Department (street light and sign repair, low branch trimming) and it has sat unused
while staff borrowed a smaller bucket truck from North Aurora Public Works. Reyna
stated a more suitable used truck was identified and a purchase proposal of $49,500
was negotiated. Commissioner Reyna explained that the seller agreed to accept the old
equipment as a trade in and the remaining balance for the purchase was $29,500, which
was over the non-bid, statutory purchase limit of $20,000. Reyna explained that
Township Attorney Patricoski was consulted and it was determined that used
equipment over $20,000 could be purchased without the bidding process if the Board of
Trustees passed a resolution authorizing the purchase. Trustee Hernandez asked for the
purchase price to be restated. Deputy Clerk Owens stated the purchase price was
$49,500.

Resolution passed by unanimous voice vote.
Approval and/or Audit of Township and Road District Bills.

a. Motion made by Supervisor Catching and seconded by Trustee Moore to approve the
Town Fund bills in the amount of $91,545.20. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

b. Motion made by Supervisor Catching and seconded by Trustee Hicks to approve the
Road & Bridge Fund bills in the amount of $30,407.46. Motion passed by unanimous
voice vote.

¢.  Motion made by Supervisor Catching and seconded by Trustee Wells to approve the
General Assistance Fund bills in the amount of $3,345.65. Motion passed by unanimous
voice vote.

d. Motion made by Supervisor Catching and seconded by Trustee Hicks to approve the
Equipment and Building Fund bills in the amount of $30,424.54. Motion passed by
unanimous voice vote.

e. Motion made by Supervisor Catching and seconded by Trustee Moore to approve the
combined IMRF and Road & Bridge IMRF Funds bills in the amount of $6,818.87. Motion
passed by unanimous voice vote.

f. Motion made by Supervisor Catching and seconded by Trustee Wells to approve the
combined Social Security and Road & Bridge Social Security bills in the amount of
$6,085.40. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

Reports

a. Assessor’s Report — Summary: Written report submitted by Assessor Offutt.
Highway Commissioner’s Report — Juan Reyna. Summary: Written Report submitted.
Commissioner Reyna stated the 2020 resurfacing program (Sheffer, Becker and Bartson)
would begin the week of June 15. Reyna thanked Brian Pippenger for 25 years of
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VI.

Vil.

service to Aurora Township. Supervisor Catching stated he received several calls
complimenting the work done by the Senior Lawn crew.

Supervisor’s Report — Bill Catching. Summary: Supervisor Catching reported Ride-in-
Kane was still only operating four of the seven routes and only for dialysis patients.
Catching said the buses are still limited to one passenger and an aide per trip. Supervisor
Catching reported the new PACE monthly invoice was included for the first time this
month and would be a similar amount ($36,000) moving forward. Catching explained
the new monthly amount was more than double what the “old” monthly fee had been,
with the increase due to new, more expensive paratransit contracts negotiated by PACE.
Supervisor Catching reported the Youth Center remained closed and Director Thurman
was waiting for Governor Pritzker’s updated guidelines for summer camps to be issued
to determine if summer operations could resume. Catching stated food distribution
continued at the Youth Center from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays and at City of Aurora locations on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Director
Thurman reported meals distributed by Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry had doubled and
quadrupled at the Interfaith Food Pantry. Supervisor Catching stated the massive
protests seen in Aurora brought attention to systemic, institutionalized racism and
expressed his horror and sadness at the recent murders of George Floyd, Breonna
Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery and others. Catching said not all police officers are bad, but
changes could improve the experiences of African American and other minorities when
interacting with law enforcement and he is thankful Mayor Irvin and Police Chief Ziman
were open to the necessary conversations about improvements. Supervisor Catching
said he is committed to building a dialogue with everyone in the community and
wondered if reinstituting something like the Aurora Community Study Circles would be a
good idea. Catching explained that residents in Aurora Township are served by four
different policing units and thanked the Aurora Police Department for their crowd
control efforts during the protests downtown. Catching said a protester threw a rock
through one of the windows in the conference room at the main office, but no
additional property damage was sustained. Director Thurman thanked the Board for
the security measures recently installed at the Youth Center.

Unfinished Business

None.

Board Member Comments

a.

Trustee Wells stated the protests are asking for change, but no one here is saying all
police are bad. Wells said the Township needs to engage with Kane County Sheriff’s
department. Trustee Wells also expressed concern about the steps needed to make
sure the November election isn’t a disaster.
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b. Trustee Moore stated the majority of police officers are good, but he is offended by
what was happening in the rank and file in the various departments. Moore said it is
important for potential public servants to be asked how and what changes they will
make once in office. Trustee Moore stated police officers should be certified (like
teachers) and evaluated every two years and be held accountable for their actions,
which includes officers who stand by and do not report abuses. Moore explained that
the public isn’t fully aware of how much of their taxes have been paid out to settle
lawsuits brought against law enforcement. Trustee Moore said he was encouraged by
the sight of all races finally standing up together against the abuses. Moore stated local
religious leaders need to speak out.

VIIL. Public Comments

a. Peggy Hicks — Ms. Hicks said there are local pastors who are speaking up and having
dialogue with the youth. Hicks said the youth she spoke with are scared for their lives.
Ms. Hicks reported that she recently held a faith-based meeting with several local
elected officials from City of Aurora, Trustee Wells, Director Thurman and local young
people to discuss concerns and fears the youth have and the reforms which are needed.
Hicks thanked Director Thurman for providing meals for the kids during the meeting.
Ms. Hicks explained that people need to be very precise when they are discussing the
change that is needed and that defunding the police is not an attempt to get rid of
police, but a call for expanding social services in communities. Hicks further explained
that young people are looking for guidance from the older generation, but they will
need to lead the dialogue and advocate for the necessary reforms. Ms. Hicks stated this
was a time for collective voices and collective action and we are only seeing the first
steps in the conversations and reforms to come. Hicks reported that some protesters
were arrested for wearing masks and her prayer group was threatened by Aurora police
officers during a peaceful gathering.

b. Trustee Wells said the older generation has asked who will take over for them, but we
are seeing the next generation taking the initiative now.

¢.  Scot Thurman said the Community Study Circles, when they were around, lead to many
good conversations.

d. Peggy Hicks said even with those past conversations, we are back in the same spot.
Trustee Moore stated the youth have been lied to about the experiences of black and
brown people in America and that their contributions to the history of the United States
have been purposefully ignored. Moore also stated black people are the only set of
“immigrants” who were forced to come to the United States.

f.  Trustee Hicks said she would like the opportunity to speak to the youth about the
historical struggles.

g8 Ms. Hicks said the youth are less receptive to these discussions of previous struggles as
they are facing their own struggles now.
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IX. Announcements

a. Trustee Hicks stated the annual 5Bs BBQ fundraiser was not cancelled, but hopefully
only delayed until the end of August or beginning of September.

b. Supervisor Catching congratulated Peggy Hicks for her recent successful defense of her
doctoral thesis.

. Supervisor Catching expressed his condolences to the family and friends of Jose Luis
Arroyo after his sudden passing. Mr. Arroyo was past president of the Aurora Puerto
Rican Cultural Council following in the footsteps of his father Doroteo, who was one of
the founders of the organization. Catching asked that Jose’s wife, Valerie, be kept in
everyone’s thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.

d. Trustee Hernandez thanked everyone for the discussion today and expressed her
agreement, but explained she was not able to participate more fully due to having a
root canal earlier in the day.

X. Adjournment — Motion for adjournment made by Supervisor Catching and seconded by
Trustee Hicks. Motion passed by unanimous voice vote at 5:44 p.m.

The next Regular Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 25, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. at 313 Gale
Street, Aurora, IL.

Aurora Township Deputy Clerk
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